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otherwise over too vague a field of thought, to think of
the earth under my feet and the children of our common
mother."
A worker of such quality as O'Grady was naturallv
enlisted when the movement under Gavan Duffy's auspices
sought to popularize a knowledge of Irish history, and his
Bog of Stars was one of the most successful volumes in the
New Irish Library. But even more widely known is his
Flight of the Eagle, a vivid retelling of Red Hugh O'DonnelTs
captivity and escape in the last years of Elizabeth's reign.
Dressing the historic episode in the colours of fiction,, but
basing his narrative on carefully established fact, he made
a book which has ever since been read throughout Ireland,
both in its original form and in Gaelic rendering. No such
vogue attended his attempt to make the bardic tales familiar :
Ireland was eager for stories of the perpetually renewed
straggle against England ; it was by comparison 'indifferent
to the remote past when Ireland's own chivalry lived a life
outside the general framework of Europe.
Nevertheless in one respect O'Grady succeeded. Cuchu-
lain, the young hero of the North, became more familiar
to Irish imagination than any of the kter Ossianic cycle :
and Patrick Pearse, whose part in the movement will have
to be described kter, made Cuchulain as it were the em-
bodiment of his peculiar idealism.
Yet it has to be noted that the planned literary move-
ment was in a sense exotic : it came from Protestant Irish-
men who had a cult of Ireland wholly exceptional in their
stock ; and the first considerable poet who came out of
Catholic Ireland, although closely in touch with Yeats
and Russell, shows no trace at all of their influence.
Katharine Tynan was the daughter of a large farmer in
County Dublin, active in the Land League, and devoted to
Parnell. She was by sympathy heart and soul with the